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Anniversary Dates for Jan 

January 1 ............ New Year's Day 

January 1 ............ National Hangover Day 

January 6 ............ Epiphany 

January 13 .......... Stephen Foster Memorial Day 

January 15 .......... Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

January 15 .......... Robert E Lee's Birthday 

January 15 .......... Idaho Human Rights Day 

January 15 .......... Civil Rights Day 

Seems there is a National day for just about anything 

(National Day Site) 

 

George Washington at the Battle of Long Island 

Upcoming Local Events 

 

 
Feb 17th: Next Chapter Meeting, 

Johnny’s at Fife, 9:00 am.  

Feb 19
th

: President’s Day, 
University of Washington, Seattle, 
10:00 pm  
(Color Guard to Post and Retire Colors) 

Feb 24
th

: Massing of the Colors, 
Stadium High School, Tacoma, 2:00 
pm  
(Need 6 Uniformed Color Guard. Point of 
Contact: Art Dolan) 

Apr 7th: Olympia Genealogical Society Meeting 
8 am to 2 pm, Location TBA 
(Need 2 Color Guard to man the booth & 1 
Drummer) 

Apr 27th: WA State SAR Meeting (2 days) 
Red Lion, Columbia Center, 
Kennewick, WA (See Page 6) 

May 19th: Armed Forces Day Parade, 
Bremerton, WA, 10:00 am 
(Need 5 color guard, 2 banner carriers 
plus Fife & Drum) 

May 21st: Honor Flight Returns 
SeaTac Airport approximately 8 pm 
 

  

https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/new-year-day
https://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-hang-over-day-january-1/
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/epiphany
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/stephen-foster-memorial-day
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/martin-luther-king-day
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/robert-e-lee-birthday
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/idaho-human-rights-day
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/civil-rights-day
https://nationaldaycalendar.com/january/
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A BIT OF HISTORY 
Strange but true facts about the Revolutionary War: 

Sweet Revenge 
While it was common practice for Patriots to tar and feather Loyalists, the Daughters of Liberty had a less painful 
alternative: They used molasses and flowers instead. 

Where’s the Independence? 
The word “independence” never appears in the Declaration of Independence. 
It is actually titled “The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen United States of America”. 

Drag King on the Front Line 
In 1782, 21-year-old Deborah Sampson dressed as a man, called herself Robert Shurtlieff Sampson (after a deceased 
brother), and enlisted in the Fourth Massachusetts Regiment of the Continental Army. She served for over a year, 
until a doctor discovered her secret while treating her for an unhealed injury. She was discharged with honor. 

Revolutionary War Battles in the month of January 
Battle Date Colony/State Outcome 

Burning of Norfolk Jan 1, 1776 Virginia 
British bombard Norfolk and Patriots destroy what they see 
as a loyalist stronghold 

Second Battle of Trenton Jan 2, 1777 New Jersey Patriot victory 

Battle of Princeton Jan 3, 1777 New Jersey 
Patriot victory: Patriots defeat a small British force, the 
British decide to evacuate New Jersey 

Battle of Millstone Jan 20, 1777 New Jersey Patriot victory 

Forage War Jan-Mar 1777 New Jersey Patriots harass remaining British forces in New Jersey 

Action of 8 January 1780 Jan 8, 1780 Spain British victory 

Battle of Cape St. Vincent Jan 16, 1780 Portugal British victory 

Battle of Jersey Jan 6, 1781 Jersey British victory 

Battle of Mobile Jan 7, 1781 West Florida Patriot-Spanish victory 

Battle of Cowpens Jan 17, 1781 South Carolina Patriot victory 

Battle of Videau's Bridge Jan 2, 1782 South Carolina British victory 

Siege of Brimstone Hill Jan 11-Feb 13, 1782 St. Christopher Franco-Patriot victory 

Capture of Trincomalee Jan 11, 1782 Ceylon British victory 

Capture of Demerara and 
Essequibo 

Jan 22-February 5, 
1782 

Demerara and 
Essequibo 

Franco-Patriot victory 

Battle of Saint Kitts Jan 25-26, 1782 St. Christopher British victory 

Action of 22 January 1783 Jan 22, 1783 Virginia British victory 

Revolutionary War Quiz: (Answer on page 6) 
(1) Throughout the war, the British were able to use their naval superiority to capture and occupy coastal cities,  
(2) Control of the countryside (where 90% of the population lived) largely eluded them due to their relatively large though 

weak army. 
A. 1 is true 
B. 1 is false 
C. 2 is true 
D. 2 is False 

What is the SAR? 
SAR is: EDUCATION – Outreach 

Stan Wills of Spokane Chapter giving a 
Revolutionary Soldier presentation at 
a retirement home in Spokane.  
 (To be continued next month) 

Our chapter president seemed to be preoccupied with something called WORK for some strange reason so 

there is no message of encouragement this issue. 😊 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burning_of_Norfolk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Battle_of_Trenton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Princeton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Millstone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forage_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Action_of_8_January_1780
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Cape_St._Vincent_(1780)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Jersey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Mobile_(1781)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Cowpens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Videau%27s_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Brimstone_Hill
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capture_of_Trincomalee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capture_of_Demerara_and_Essequibo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capture_of_Demerara_and_Essequibo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Saint_Kitts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Action_of_22_January_1783
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MESSAGE FROM THE STATE COLOR GUARD COMMANDER: 

Patriotism 
By Arthur Dolan, Washington State Color Guard Commander 

The origin of the word “Patriot” whether from French (countryman), Latin (fellow countryman) Greek (of the same country), 
fatherland or simply a person who loves and supports his/her country, all are embraced with the same exuberance.  

Patriotism inspires us.  It unites us.  It fills our hearts with pride and optimism.  And sometimes it brings us to tears. It is 
symbolized in our beliefs, values, traditions, and other intangible ideas that make our country unique. It is the National Anthem, 
the flag, citizens in uniform, both civilian and military, it is the bald eagle or pledge of allegiance, the Liberty Bell or Statue of 
Liberty.  While these symbols may change over time, they can help to bind a nation together by reminding its people of their 
nation’s history and its most important principles. 

According to Webster’s dictionary, patriotism is “love for and devotion to one’s country.”  Today that definition seems 
inadequate in our complex world. Patriotism inspires us, unites us and when necessary, raises it head giving us the ability to go 
beyond the ordinary, like our vacationing soldiers on a train to Paris. We are humbled by patriotic actions, the bravery of 
common citizens during times of struggle and stress. We help each other, and support each other, because we are bound by 
our belief in the strength of our country.  

We are patriotism. We, individually, are the patriots. The SAR Color Guard proudly march in our patriot uniforms, display our 
national pride through fife & drum and National Colors. Patriotism is in us. Simple but poignant acts of American patriotism 
occur every day.  They rarely attract headlines but these are the actions that strengthen this great nation – and teach us the 
true meaning of love of country. It is your simple daily acts that make all the difference. 

Believing in the promise of America is enough, for some to give their lives for it; in war, or protest marches for equal pay, 
women’s rights, the right to vote or just believing in fairness of the middle class. This is patriotism in action because the action 
is YOU.  

As a retired teacher, I know patriotism inspires educators to see hope for America in the children they work so hard to educate. 
Our local Police, who patrol the streets every day, maintaining law and order in our communities, serve as patriots knowing 
without law enforcement, our nation would stumble. 

The Sons and Daughters of the American Revolution supported by their 3 fundamental pillars of Education, History and 
Patriotism are patriotic by design. Each and every one of you, by participating in Color Guard, Boy Scouts, JROTC, marching in 
parades, educating adults and children about our heritage, serving on a chapter committee, is a patriot in every sense of the 
word. 

Patriotism is us. Don’t look left or right, but rather in the mirror and ask yourself, “As a member of the SAR/DAR, what did I do 
today to promote patriotism?” It is the small act of 1 on 1 communication with another person about who we are, who we 
represent, where our families came from, shouts Merriam Webster’s definition “love for and devotion to one’s country.”  

Patriotism can’t be bought or sold, it is passed on from one generation to the next from father to son, mother to daughter. I 
cannot imagine the United States without patriotism. People from around the world would give up home, family, fortune, and 
their business to come to America. Foreigners, too, believe in our founding principles.  

In times of crisis, patriotism unites us.  We put our differences aside to help our countrymen in need.  After Hurricane Katrina, 
millions of Americans made charitable donations and many went to the Gulf coast, unselfishly, to help rebuild communities. 
Strangers unite at Christmas to send cards and care packages overseas to our troops. It is you and me, making the choice to 
make a difference. 

You live in the United States, your families were here before we were the United States, sitting around the dining room table, 
tavern fireplaces, and military campfires discussing, not the Constitution, but what should be IN the Constitution. We are the 
recipients of those discussions. 

Take the bold move and join a committee, become a speaker or march with your chapter color guard (form one if you don’t 
have one), and proudly display your American Patriotism. You are a member of the “Sons of the American Revolution”, and you 
are a Patriot. 

“Our HistOry is tHe NatiON’s HistOry, Be PrOud Of yOurs!” 
Respectfully, Art Dolan 
Sons of the American Revolution, Washington State Color Guard Commander. 
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A Moment of Silence: One of our compatriots has fallen! Ralph Freeman Shively of Tacoma, passed away on 

January 13th, 2018. Our prayers go out to his wife and family. 

Note from the Editor: If you have anyone that would like to get a copy of our newsletter, please let me 

know an I will add them to the distribution list. 
Please keep those items that may be of interest to the chapter coming.  Send all to: dickmotz@hotmail.com 
OBTW… Have been able to also publish our State Color Guard newsletter, The Drumbeat”, for Jan. If you did 
not get a copy and want one, E-Mail me. 

Lots of good stuff this issue. At least I think so. Is that not the editor’s prerogative??? 😊 

- - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - News From our January Meeting - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - -  

Bob Parish is still in the hospital and expected to have back surgery the last week of January. 

 

We have a new member… 

Kenneth Fitzpatrick was sworn in at the January meeting. 

His patriot ancestor is Joseph Simpson 
 

 

Lee Thomasson was awarded the Roger Sherman Medal (again) 

 
 
The guest speaker at the January meeting was Roger Dent. 
Roger gave a presentation on how to use the National On-line application 
system. 

The data presented during the presentation is available in PDF format at 
the link below: 
https://members.sar.org/media/uploads/pages/201/tOyqUjkCqSoX.pdf 

The SAR Application Preparation Manual is also available in PDF format 
at Link below: 
https://members.sar.org/media/uploads/pages/77/PF1yMJHKXkaT.pdf 
 

 
Pins & wrist bands from the DAR were presented to 
members that participated in the Wreath Across America 
event on 16 December of 2017. 
 
 
 

mailto:dickmotz@hotmail.com
https://members.sar.org/media/uploads/pages/201/tOyqUjkCqSoX.pdf
https://members.sar.org/media/uploads/pages/77/PF1yMJHKXkaT.pdf
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Richard Alan Goforth gave an outstanding presentation on one of his Patriot Ancestors: 

William Goforth was born on April 30, 1731 in Old Style (which is now Philadelphia), PA.  William died on Nov. 2, 
1807 in Columbia, Ohio.   William's grandfather, Aaron Goforth, migrated to the New World from Yorkshire, England 
in 1711 as a Quaker, William was married on May 18, 1760 in New York City, New York to JEMIMA CATHERINE 
MEEKS.  Later referred to as Catherine Meeks.  

William moved as a young man to New York City from Philadelphia. There he became a leather merchant at 139 
Water Street.  Which is still a valid address to this day.  It is located on the part of lower Manhattan as part of the 

Capital Markets District.  He became a member of the Society of Dissenters of New York in 1769 which was formed to curb the power 

of the Church of England in the colony.  William was also a member of the Society for Promoting the Manumission of Slaves.  He 
became a member of the Committee of Observation, and The Committee of 100 from 1774 to1775.  The Committee of Sixty or 
Committee of Observation was a committee of inspectors that formed in the city and county of New York (Manhattan, New York City) 
in 1775.  The primary purpose of this committee was formed by rebels to enforce the Continental Association and a boycott of British 
goods enacted by the First Continental Congress.  It was the successor to the Committee of Fifty-one, which had originally called for 
the Congress to be held and was replaced by the Committee of One Hundred.  In his obituary it stated that William was "one of the 
first in the city who dared to assert the justice of the American cause".   

William Goforth joined the Continental Army as a Captain in the 1st New York Regiment under Col. Alexander McDougall and on June 
28, 1775 took part in an expedition into Canada in command of the District of Three Rivers.   This area is between Quebec and Montreal.  
It is located just north of the main battle of the French and Indian war was fought 10 years earlier.  In a letter from Gen. Israel Putman 
to Gen. Washington, May 21, 1776 and found in the Force's American Archives, 4th Serv. V. 6; " Captain Goforth was more respected 
and feared than any man there. ...a brave and good officer....  He was in command of a schooner on the St. Lawrence in an engagement 
with the enemy." 

 As a Major of the N.Y. Continental Line on June 26, 1776, he served in Dubois' and later Van Cortlandt's regiments.  William Goforth 

through the approval of Congress and the N.Y. Convention was appointed to serve under Junior Officers and resigned; He was 

President of the N.Y. Convention to John Hancock, President of Congress on July 11, 1776 and was appointed Lt. Colonel, Jan. 13, 1777, 

without rectification of that situation he declined.  Of course, as it can be seen later was all proved to be a set up and just a ruse. 

William Goforth is listed in the “Index of the Rolls of Honor” {Ancestor’s Index) for the National Association of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, page 118 in the DAR Patriot Index. and is listed as a Lt. Colonel.   

So let's go to what this really all about.  When the British were taking New York, he removed his wife and young children to Philadelphia, 
and when the enemy took that city the family retired to Bucks Co. purchasing the mansion of the Tory, Gilbert Hicks, at Middletown.  
William Goforth was one of the Auditors appointed by the Supreme Executive Council of PA. to settle the depreciation pay of officers 

and privates of PA. In 1780-1781 William served the patriot cause in other ways.  For example, the following story was told under the 

record of Catharine Goforth.  

Catherine Meeks Goforth was removed from New York City to Columbia, Ohio, N.W. Territory, with her children in the fall of 1789. 
She possessed remarkable strength of character, courage, tact, and resourcefulness, as remembered by her grandchildren.  She was 
small in stature and very active and spirited, even in old age. A favorite precept to her grandchildren was, "Child, if you can say nothing 
good of one, you had better say nothing at all." 

The following tradition was related by the late S.W. Lewis as told him by his aunt, Jemima De Gray Goforth, and to the latter by her 
grandmother, Catherine Goforth.  No other tradition or any contemporary evidence has been discovered to support this story that 
William Goforth served as a spy.  It may be worth noting, however, that William Goforth acquired the then rare accomplishment of 
writing shorthand.  This technique was undecipherable by the British.  The following story is one of interest to support his service as a 
spy.  As the British invaded New York in 1776 Catherine Meeks Goforth was required to go through the British Lines with her young 
children to escape capture of British troops.  She secured the necessary pass and was proceeding with them in a conveyance with a 
Negro servant boy for a driver. When at nightfall a violent storm overtook them, they sought refuge in a house nearby. Here it proved 
that a party of British Officers were holding a dance and they invited her to be their guest. After hastily putting the children to bed, 
she rejoined them and the Officers and other guests came forward and were introduced to her. Among these was her husband, who 
in the guise of a Tory was present in the character of a spy. At their introduction neither of them betrayed any sign of recognition, but 
realized their peril should the Negro or the children discover his presence. Catherine quickly found opportunity to dispatch the slave 
upon some errand, and excusing herself, hurried the children from bed and the little party resumed their journey without any 
mischance having befallen. The episode was said to have occurred after the execution of Nathan Hale and John Andre whom both 
were caught as spies. 

William Goforth went on to become a member and President pro-temp, of the 1st Constitutional Convention of Ohio in 1802.  He was 
the Chairman of the Committee of the Bill of Rights [a monument to the wisdom of its framers].  William Goforth was Presidential 
Elector of Ohio in 1804, and "...was highly pleased...to give a vote to Jefferson...and to his old fellow citizen, Governor Clinton" [ 
Written in a letter by his son Aaron Goforth to Colonel Edward Meeks, of New York, Dec. 24, 1804. "William Goforth was an earnest 
advocate of popular rights and popular education.  As a soldier he had patriotism, courage and honor.  As a legislator he had wisdom 
and republicanism. As a Judge he had integrity and independence" [Obituary]. 



Official Publication of the Alexander Hamilton Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution 
Vol 4 Issue 1 

Jan 2018 

 

Page 6 

Your Color Guard (For those that missed it, here is a link to the Oct National Color Guard Magazine.) 

Washington State Patriotic Day & Massing of the Colors 
Location: Stadium High School, Tacoma, WA 
Date & Time: Saturday, February 24, 2018, 2PM. 
The color guard needs a minimum of 6 color bearers, US and SAR flags 
only, from Alexander Hamilton, John Paul Jones, Cascade Centennial, 
and all other chapters who would like to participate.  This is a National 
Event, approved in 2016 by NSSAR!  Last year the WA State SAR Fife and 
Drum preceded all unit to lead the procession!  Let’s hope we can do it 
again this year. (National SAR Event) 
 

Revolutionary War Quiz answer: A & D (1 is true & 2 is False) 

WANTED 
YOUR ATTENDANCE AT THE 

2018 WASHINGTON SAR 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

APRIL 27-28 

AT THE RED LION HOTEL 

COLUMBIA CENTER 

KENNEWICK, WASHINGTON 

Where All Members of The Washington SAR Will Gather to Have Fun!!! 

Rekindle Old Friendships … Make New Acquaintances 

Learn New Genealogy Searching Techniques 

Take Advantage of Free Workshops 

Learn How To grow And Make Your Chapter Prosper 

Find A New Cousin or Two 

Bring Your Lady … Many Activities Planned for The Ladies 

And Of Course, Some Business 

Select Our 2018-2019 National Representatives 

Your Vote Is Essential!!! 

NEW … Special Session 

Chapter Securities & Treasurers 

Solving Year-end Reconciliation Challenges 

https://members.sar.org/media/uploads/pages/245/itNpzPmecrWe.pdf

